Preac hed by 


STEPHEN CRISP, 


Late of Colabeſten; 


Exactly taken in Short-hand, as it was 
delivered by him, in the Meeting 
houſe of the People call'd Quakers, at 


Devonſhire-houſe without Biſhopſgate, © 
London ; together with his PRAYER 
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STEPHEN Cures: 


SERMO N 


; Preached at 


* 


DzvoxsHTRE-Housk, without 
Bi ſhbopſgate, LONDON. 
HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Light, 


Life and Virtue that can only 
ſatisfy. Gorift is all in all. 


There is nothing can ſatisfy the Souls | 

of the upright, unleſs they feel Life and 

4 Virtue to flow from Chriſt Jeſus; and 
this, whether it flows inſtrumentally or 5 
immediately, always comforteth ; 6-4 all- _— 

ways refreſheth the upright in Heart. 4 „ 


Therefore, all they who deſire Satiafae- 
tion to their Souls, who meet together 
upon that Account, they ought to have 
their Eyes turned to the Lord, that they 


may be e to underſtand the Mane 
0 5 frration 


* * 


141 
ration of the Spirit, whether in them- 
ſelves or through any others. For while 
they are exercifed outwardly, and the 
Dependance of their Souls is upon that 
whieh is cutward, there remains a Vail 
u p the Mind; ſo that tho they many 
— Limo hear excellent Things ſpoken of the 
Kingdom of God, junderſtand them 
'not, becauſe they” are alienated and 
eſtranged in their Minds from that of 
God in themſelves, that ſhould give them 
an Underſtanding. We never pretended 
to give People an Underſtanding ; we have 
always ſaid, That is the Work of. God. 
We have ſpoken many Things of the 
Kingdom of God, excellent Things have 
been reyealed to us by his holy Spirit, 
and the fame Spirit hath given us Utter- 
ance to ſpeak of the great Things of the! 
Law of God ; yet many, who have been * 
conſtant ebe of theſe Things; remain 
ignorant and inſenfible, becauſe they are 
not exereiſed in their own Meaſure of the 
Grace and Light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by which they ſhould receive ug under- 
ſtand them. 


x This Stade me often to ell the 
Caſe of many of 127 e of this City! 


and 
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can pals in, there they, receiys 
ſown, and the Devil (52S 


* nino ro S, 8 A 


. 
and Nation, who are daily Hearers of the 
Word of God preached, and retain it, nat 
in their Hearts: The Sowers are gone qt 
to ſow, but many receive it in the Hygh- 
way ground; the Way that, every Thing 


the Word 


it away; 
and though they have heard excellent 


Things of the Strength; Ability and Power 


of God, that he miniſtreth to his People, 
they remain ſo weak and ſo feeble, that 
they are blown away with every Blaſt of 
the Adverſary, with every Temptation; 


and With every Snare Ln ag that is 
laid for them, they ate eatebd, enſnared 


and taken; and ſo theſe. come to Meet- 


ings again and again, one Year after 


another, n i 
f # "> | . 


on bad 


2510 fay unto Ea rer 


Me. diſite 


9 2 ſatisfied el, pe Sattsf action: for 
our Souls. AUP; Then I. tell y. 
Vou may come all the Days of your Lives, 


and want it, and lay down your Heads 


in Sorrow at laſt, for all that : For all 


the Words in the World will never com- 


municate of that heavenly Life and Vir- 


tue, which brings, true Satisfaction to the 


A 3 ; Soul 


1 

15 
| a 

N 

% 1x 
4 112 


* „ 
PL 
3 


eta ALD.” 
n 
„ [IKE 


* 


" * 
AS hos.) 


TT ATTY 
*r. * . 8 
> PIN 
ein, dd AE REN 
a TT 3 ON 3 » IA 5 8 * 7 
of or E \ CARES. Fea! 


"IM IE ANY HW 1 AY 
* Md * 8 fy 

* A 8 * [4 a 
ELL SAY 285 
P 


„ 
* NUT 
— . Vi 
n 
4 9 
e 


bey could wall in, 
i the May: When 


163 


Soul of any, except to thoſe who have an 
Exerciſe in their own Minds and Spirits, 
in that which they have of God: They 
muſt firſt be brought to know the Way 


to believe, that 
lieveo his 7s 
my Way, the Light within is my Way, the 
Grace of God is my Way; that which 
ſearches and tries my Heart, that is my 


Way 1 muſt walk in, ſpeak in, think in, 


a nw 40 all that J owe ro do in; hen 
I believe this is that Way, then this Belief 
obligeth Men to a conſtant taking heed 
to their Ways to their Foot-ſteps. ' And 
Here they who are thus exerciſed, are in 
a tender Care of every Step they take in 
"their Way; and ſo perhaps they may 

ecejve great Benefit 24 hearing the-Re- 
Sort Rö de dn. make unto them, 
— 5 were in this Way before them, and 


have travelled further in it, than they ever 
yet have done. The Experiences of the 


rvants of the Lord are daily helpful to 
them, and they are daily comforted, 
ren, thened and confirmed, to heat how 
they Fling ſped who have travelled through 
"thy Condition, and through thy preſent 
Stute; what Helps and Advantages they 


haye met with will do thee good, and 


comfort 


— w# CD 
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obliged to believe it. 
9 But 


they ſpend their Days without Satisfac- 
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comfort thee. But what is this to thoſe 
who are not in the Way, who have not | : 
Faith in the Way? Or if they have a? Wl 
evexly Belicf of the Doctrine and Way _ = 
itſelf, yet they are not exercifing then» bt 
ſelves to walk therein; for they ia but 8 
hear as the reſt of the World hear, laying, Tab 
This good Man, and the "other - good Man, 25 
1 4 good Sermon. Why was it god? 
Not for any good they found by it, but 
becauſe. he raiſed his Doctrine well, and 
proved it from Scripture, therefore we are 


3 good | 
w this good Doctrine, tt-it-be- 5 


Werde 
brings forth no Fruit to the Amendment 
of Life, ſaving in them who believe, 
ſaving in them where there is an Exerciſe 
in the Fear of God, where People art 
concerned for their Souls Satisfaction. For 
they whe look for true Satisfaction by this 
er-that, o the other Waygof the World, 


tion, and ſo at laſt die in Sorrow IRE 
and ſo it will be to the End of this-end =_ 
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f And therefore, my Friends, though 1 
confeſs it is not a Gtief to me, but a ſoy, 1 
to ſee People willing to hear the I run, 
and to come together in great Aſſemblies; 
though I fay, this is not a Grief but a 
Jou, for Jam not about to diſcourage 
th ho ſo do: | Yet I muſt be plain 

with. you; I know what I ſay, and you 

will know it too one Day, That all this 

fal. meeting together, 
90 Aldeerotres>and hearing what is preached 
to you, with aever-{0 great Delight to 
your Minds, it will dogyou no good, 
unleſs you believe in the Grace of God, 


that hath. inen unto you-thrvgh 
Jefor Cheſt." on bags booy of en | 
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And ks e oc NE dun- 
dation, and build upon it, and gro every 
Day more and mor diligent i in the Exer- 
ciſe of their Minds towards! God, and 
examine their Way, and examine their 
"i U Footſteps, low they have walked Yeſter= |} 
5 day, how they have walked chi Day, | 
4 5 and how their Minds ate exerciſed at this 

preſent Time, whether ey have: 'anfwered 
be Grace of G When they come to 
be thus exerciſed, they will leok-wpon” 
t to give 


creed Account 


r 


divine Life and Virtue, where it comes, 


. * 1 
e 


. 


[9] 

Account to God every Moment for their 
Thoughts, Words and Actions: When 
they ate thus exerciſed, then let them 

come to Meetings in the Name of God, 
and heat the Experiences of thoſe who 
have gone before them, and treaſured up 
Sayings in their Hearts for their Encou- 
ragement, and they will find this will be 
an Help to them: But if People go and 1 
build up a Religion upon the Sayings f = 
this or that Man; nay, were it upon the : 
Sayings of Chriſt himſelf, and- his Apo- Ih 


3 
Wks. 1 0 
ba pe 8 


„ 
# 


out the Operation of the Spirit of God upon 1 
their Hearts, inclining them to'Holineſs 8 
and Righteouſneſs, this Religion would _ 


do them no good: By this, to make the 8 | 5 


beſt of it, they might make a Shift to EFT, 
reach to a Form of Godlineſi; People Wits 
confotming themſelves outwardly; to the . 
out ward Precept or Command from with- IE 
out, it might amount to a Form of Godli- _ 
neſs ; yet it might be ſuppoſed-andigrant- _ = 
ed, that the Power of God, the Power of 


doth ſapctify and ſea ſon the Mind, and 


Ning Men into an awful Reverence of 
the 


4 c 4 @ TIS 2 
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| him; for here is the Lift of Religion 


I eo] 
the living God their Maker, that they 
might ſtand in awe and not fin aga ainſt 


And this hath great Difference — che 
manner of building up Men in Religion, 


that many have been acquainted withal. 


They tell us, our Fathers before us were 


built up in theſe Ferns, Modes. and 


Metheds-of Religion; they received fo 
many Doctrines, Ordinances, Sacraments 
and Articles ; and when theſe ate receiv- 
ed, believed and profeſſed, there is a Saint 
for you, there is a Child of God, and a 


| Member of the Church. 


How an be ſo? He was ;nftroe 
ed in all the Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and ſubject to all the Ordi- 
nances of the Church, ſaith ane; and, 


ſaith another, He could ſpeak excellently 


concerning the Doctrine of our Religion; 
therefore he is certainly a Child of God, 


= anole i{t-; But all this N 


ceptation of the Principles of the Chri- 


tian i Religion, of Doctrines, Ordinances 
and Sacraments ; all this will not amount 
to the purifying of the Heart, and cleanſ- 


ing and purging of the Conſcience j.may; 
i- would not come to a far leſs matter 
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[22 } 
to the bridling of the Tongue; but 
they would be in a Paſſion upon the leaſt 


iven them, their Tongues 
would run over ioto Wrath, Wantonneſs 
and Profaneneſs ; 


Words would prevail, and lead them into 
Deceit and covetous Practices; and tho 
the Fruits and Works of the old Man 
remain, yet they will follow-the Principles 
of the Regenerate, as far as they conſiſt 
in Words, | 


If our Lord Jeſus Chriſt fay, Except a 
Man be born again, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God; then this old cor- 


rupt Birth will preach a Sermon upon this 


Text, and profeſs, that how many have 


taken upon them to preach a Sermon 


upon ſome excellent Sayings of Chriſt, 


that never knew what Regeneration was, 


nor what the new Birth was ; for the new 
Birth always hath a new Life ; but they 
bave lived the Life of carnal corrupt 
fallen Man, and yet preach a Sermon 
upon Regeneration. Thus the Miniſter 


hath done, and the People have believed 


him, and have been gathered into ſuch 
| and 


” GaD FF » 


and upon the leaſt Diſtaſte 
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and uch a Church; fac mol People pt 


thomſolves...ato.one--Chureb..or-other 
they have been coyenanted Chriflians 


Members of a Church; but they have 
wanted that which makes a Chritian, a 
religious Chriſtian Man, vis. The Anſwer 
of a good Conſcience. | 


A true Chri/tian Man is bound to be 
an obedient Child unto God, that begat 
him of his own Will, by the Word of 
Truth ; and ſuch, an one may be in 
Expectation of an Anſwer of Peace from 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt in whom he 


hath believed, and by, whom he is recon- 


ciled to God. If you take away this new 
Birth, and this new Nature, and an An- 


Awer of Peace from God to the Soul ; 

then tell me what the Chri/tian Religion 
is, more than the Religion of Heathens 
and Pagans, who worſhip Stocks and 
Stones? All the reſt is but Talk, and 
Men are never a whit the better for it: 

One Man may excel another in Talk and 
Diſcoutrſe: A debauched Man many 
times hath been able to talk at a great 
Rate, and to ſpeak ni le Things ; 5 


ome have been ready ln Ban s þ 
that a Man of fuch 9 aul 


3 


„ a _ $6, 9 ON APW iS 


„ 11 
ihe a woicked Tife : But alas If ſuch an 
ond ran talk ot the Power of God ſhill; 
and the Devil hath Power over him; or 
if he k highly of the Wiſdom of 
God, ve himſelf-plays the Fool abo- 
minably; ſo that by ſach a kind of Life, 


attain to Satisfaction, after forty, or fifty, 


after all lay down their Heads in Sorrow, 
when they have [bes conſtant Keepers 
to the Church, and Sayervof their Prayers, 
and Receivers of the Sacrament, and ſted- 


— faſtly believe the Articles of the Creed, 
V and make Profeſſion of all the Parts of 
- the Chriſtian Religion; yet after ak they 
; muſt lay down their Heads 1 in SorrowW] + 
1 | 

's Why, what 1s the: Matter . bs 4 
d they want? They wanted Faith in the 
d Power of God, that ſhould enable them 
to overcome their Sins, and live in Obe- 
d dience to God; andithey wanted," to-theit: 
y outward Profeſſion, the Anſiuer f A good 
it Conſcience, and uation ms ch 
d the Mediator. 8 

ty i 6 
2 They tilked: of ade damen 
1d Jelus Che iſt, but were never redeemed 


| 1 | * | from 


and ſuch a kind of Religion, People never 


or ſixty Years ſpdgt therein ; they muſt 


2 Ly 
A LY 1 8741 1 ; 5 4 
rr REID Tos , <4 


2 F 
4 = os _— 
* 3 N 
DR © Po 
"AEST 2 
es r 
8 
. 
« 3 — ma OY * 
3 1 n 
V 
1 3 


1141 
from their Sins. This is ſo evident and 
plain, that there is no ſpeaking to the 
contrary : If you ſee a Drunkard, or a 
Swearer, or an unclean Perſon, and if he 
ſhall preach, and make an excellent Ser- 
mon on the Redemption that there is in 
Chriſt, and therein tell you, what great 
Benefits they receive by Chriſt, who are 
true Believers ; and that Chriſt is a Re- 
deemer, and redecmeth them from the 
Curſe of the Law, and from the Guilt of 
Sin, and reconcileth them to God; ſo that 
he that was under the Curſe of the Law, 
and an Heir of Wrath, is now a Child 
of God. Now, if you come to examine 
this Man, and aſk him, #hether he is 
redeemed, and delivered from Sin, fo that 
now Sin hath no Dominion over hin ? He 
will tell you, No. What, not redeemed, 
when thou haſt been a Believer thus long ? 
Art thou ftill under the Bondage and 
Captivity of Sin ? Then thou art under 
the Government- of ſome other Maſter 
than Chrift ; ſome other Maſter hath 
Rule over thee, if thou art not redeemed 
from thy Swearing, Lying, Drunkenneſs 
and Uncleanneſs; if thou art led to theſe 
Things, thou art under the Power and 


of ſome other Maſter than 1 
£0077; 1 ; Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. Now this hath ſtartled People, 
when they have been thinking that they 
have been baptized Perſons, and profeſſ- 


ing Chriſtians, and they flattered them- 


ſelves with this groundleſs. Confidence, 
Let me die when I will, this Night before 
to" Morrow, I ſhall be ſaved by Chrift ; 


am an Heir of the Kingdom of God. 


Let me tell thee, thou diſhonoureſt the 

Name of God by hy Preſumption. 
When People come to examine Matters, 

ont read over the Book of their Conſe 


ences; and ſee what Servants they have 


been to the Devil; how the Devil hath 
ted them up and down mat his Will, thoſe 
that were covenanted' Chriſtiaus, Follow= 
ers of Chtiſt; When the Devil hath: ſaid 
to them, Follow mj then, I will, fayſt 
thou: When the Devil ſaith, Follow: "me 
th this and the ol her cuil Thing ; I'feeT 
cannot refit + L. cannot withiland the 
Temptation 3 I Was Gvertaken and furs 
prised, and ed away. by twciilags Allure- 
THER GS: and aitharedb by it. I pray thee: 
leaves "off « profeſſing, for ban dliſgraoeſt 
the Lord Jeſus Chriff ; he and his Diſci- 
ples did bot fo + He was tempted as thou 


aut, and! his Diſeiples were tempted as. 


7011 thou 


- 
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16 
thou art; ſo were Chr iiſtians Jy" old time; 
and Chriftians who live in the preſent 
Time do meet with many Temptations, 
but they are not at the Det s Beck and 


Call as thou art. We cook 


We find that the Apoile SY 2 _ 
Paſſage of his Life, came to be awakened 


and ſtartled-: There was a Light from 
Heaven ſhone about him, he heard; the 
Voice of Chriſt ſpeaking to him, Acts ix. 
4, 5, 6. Saul, Saul, why ferſecuteſl "thou 
me ? And he ſaid, Who-ant thuu, Lord 2. 


And the Lord ſaid, I am ESV S whom 


thou perſecuteſt ; it is bard, for thee to kick 
againft the Pritks : And he trembling and 


San bel ſaid, Lordi what wilt thou have 


me o do? He was brought to this pals, 
after his Convincement; but before, he 
was overcome and led captive, and when 


He would do good, Evil was preſent with: 
him: Jo will, ſaith he, 7s preſent With. 


me, but how 10 perform that which is good 
TI find not, Rom. vii. 18. But he did not 


call this an happy State, He did not ſay; - 


then, I am in a good Condition, when I 
am led captive by the Devil at his Willie; 


0 The gaod that. I wauld de, 1 do not. ;. and. 1 


am curnal, and fold; under Sin : He: doth: 


41 not 


L 
not ſay, This is a good Condition, I am 
fatisfied with it: See what he calls that 
Condition, he gives it a righter Name 
than many People do now a-days who 
fay, This is the State of God's Children ; 
that the beſt of all God's Children have not 
Power to live without Sin, and overcome 
all their Corruptions; that they fin in their 
beſt Duties, and can do nothing but ſin, 
and that Sin mixeth 1tſelf in all their holy 


Duties and Performances. Many of their 


Miniſters tell them, That if they think 
they can perform any Duty without Sin, 
they deceive themſelves, and run the 


Hazard of being accurfed. But they 
learn'd not this of Chrift, but of ſome 
other Maſter... Paul. gave this State ano- 
ther Name ;, I would you were as wile, 


when you are in this State and Condition: 
O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me? I ſee a Wretchedneſs in this 
Condition; I fee, if I be not delivered 
out of it, I muſt periſh to all Eternity. 
This is not a State to live in; Who can 
live at Eaſe in ſuch a Condition as this? 
Who can chuſe but cry out, Who ſhall 
deliver me from this Body of Sin and 
Death? Alas! we hear no ſuch Cry now 
among Prieſts or People, and ſeparate 

T7 B * , Congregations: 
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Congregations : I fear this Cry is almoft 
joſt among us, unleſs it be ſome few whb 
hear the Voice of God, and feel ſuch h 
Stroke of the divine Power as Paul did, 
and anſwer to the heavenly Voice.” 1 
confeſs, that myſelf hath heard ſuch a 
Cry, and have been ſenſible of my woful 
Captivity and Bondage by reaſon of Sin: 
And though I had a mind to do good, 1 
could not do it; it was my Defire that 
T might fin no more, I would not ſin 
againſt the Lord, if I could help it; and 
when I would do good, I found that Evil 
was preſent with me ; but I was far from 
ſitting down there, and ſaying, This is the 
State and Condition bf God's' People; it 18 
as well with me as it was with the W poſt le 


Paul, therefore J will qt down in this 
State. The People of God eannot' find 


Satisfaction in ſuch a State as this; tho 


I confeſs, that God's peculiar People at 
firſt came to this State for their Convic- 
tion, and the opening of their Minds, 


and enlightning their Undefſtandings to 


ſee the Evil of their Ways ; but they 


do not come to this State as to their Reſt, 


and then coaks themſelves up, with a 
being in the Condition of the Children 
of God ; but they give their State a right 

Name, 
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t Name, and cry out, O wretched Man that 
2 7 am What a miſerable Condition am I 
a fallen into! I did not ſee it before: Now 
, mine Eyes are opened, now my Under- 
1 
a 


ſtanding is illuminated, now I ſee that 

the Corruption of my Nature prevails 
1 againſt the Grace of God; and when I 
: would join with the Grace of God, and 
1 the Motions of his holy Spirit, the Enemy 
it is preſent to lead me away; I am not now 
n in a happy State, but I am come to be 
a convinced of my miſteable and wretched 
il State and Condition; if ſome Way or 1 
N other be not found for my Deliverance, I = 
he ſhall never ſee the Face of God with B 
fs Comfort. Then comes that Cry, Who —— 
1 hall deliver me? Thus the Apoſtle Paul, _ 
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15 Rom. vii. ſets forth the State of his Con- 3 
id vincement, and how miſerable a Condi- 5 
o tion he was in : Then he goes further, _ 
at and tells you how it was then with him: _ | = 


-I thank God, through Feſus Chriſt our = 
* Lord. Ol have Cause enough to thank = 
to { God, that I am not a wretched Man 


ey | now, I am not carnal, fold under Sin- -j 
J, I am not led captive by the Devil at his _ 
a Will now. Why; what is the matter ? 


en The Apoſtle faith, The Law of the Spirit | wp 
ht of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath et me free = 
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From the Law of Sin and Death, Here is 
ſomething to glory, and to comfort the 
Soul'in : The Law of the Spirit of Life 
triumphed in his Soul, 


deemed him from the Power of Sin, and 
made him ſerve God with Freedom and 
Liberty. {thank God, through Feſus Chriſt 
I would have all come to 
this, to. thank God ; 
but in reality, in Deed and Truth. For 


one may teach a Parrot to talk over theſe 


Words, but it is the Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Chriſt Jeſus, that will make you 
free from the Law of Sin and Death. 


This is a hard Leſſon; chal, you 
muſt go home into your own Conſciences, 
before you can make a right Judgment of 


Things, and give a right Anſwer to your- 
ſelves... The Law of the Spirit of Life 


will ſet thee free from the Law of thy 
Paſſion, of thy Pride, Covetouſneſs and 
Senſuality, and the Law of thy carnal 


Inclinations. Art thou ſet free . theſe f 


Now when People come to examine 
As: they have no way to flee to 


but one of theſe two ; cither to buckle 
-., cloſe 


delivered him 
from the Law of Sin and Death, re- 


not only in Words 


1211 


cloſe. to a daily Croſs, or to truſt to 
the Lord Jeſus for their Deliverance, 
who hath enlightned them to fee their 
wretched and woful State, and illumi- 
nated their Underſtandings that they 
might come to him, in order to their 
being delivered from the Dominion 
of Sin. 


The greateſt Part of the World think 
this a Thing impoſfible, and therefore do 
not hope to be ſet free from the Bondage 
of their Sins. Which of theſe Ways is it 
that thou takeſt ? Tam afraid many of you 
have taken the wrong Way: I judge no- 

body in particular, but I ſpeak this in 
by Faithfulneſs and Love to your Souls... + 


ys FF, SE 


f 8 If there be any here who are ſenſible 
4 of their Sins, and in a captivated State 
e under Sin and Satan, and have deſpaired 
y of ever being ſet at Liberty, and have 
d ſaid, It is a vain Thing. tarnen tor. 
al ſome learned Men 50 tolg.them, D 
; there 1s no Deliverance Jr : *. in £4710 5 
World ; therefore it is in vas 
ne | /trive, in vain fon m gen 
to in à continual Care and Conflict, in 4 
, continual warri 2 and watching againſt 
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Sin; for this Deliverance can never be 
obtained in this Life : It is in vain to ſeek 
for a Thing that can never be found, and 
to ſtrive for that which can never be ab. 
tained. If there be any ſuch here preſent, 
I have this to ſay to them, That the 
Lord in his infinite Mercy, hath done 
two great Things for you, to help you 
out. of this Deſpair, and of obtaining a 
full Deliverance from the Bondage of 
your Sins. 


Firſt, God hath placed a Witneſs for 
himſelf in your Boſoms, in your Con- 
ſciences. Let me aſk you, Have ye not 
got Viftory over many Sins and Tempta» 

| tions, that you have been aſſaulted with, 
from your Childhood to this Day? I might 
challenge any Perſon in this Aſſembly, 

that when a Temptation hath been pre- 

ſented before you, hath there not been 
ſomething. within you, to tell you of the 
anger of complying with it ? Hath not 
„ Conſcience warned thee, and called 
+ MF Foo abe e beed, do not this evil 
| Reba (by Neighbour, do not 
ehm w whether Drunkennefs, 
or Uncleanneſs, or whatſoever Sin thou 
wert tempted to: Now, didſt thou join 
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to that Voice in thine own Conſcience ? 


And did it not help thee over the Tempt- 
ation? And when thou eſcaped the Sin, 


waſt thou not glad of it, and rejoiced 


that thou got Victory over it? Satan laid 


a Snare, an Opportunity before me, to 
commit ſuch a Sin; but I did not join 
with it, and now I am glad of it. It was 
not only the Devil's Fault, for he came 
to his own, but there was an evil Inclina- 
tion in my Heart to it. How came it to 
paſs thou didſt not do it? I knew it was a 


Sin againſt the Lord. How did/i thou 


know hat? I knew, in my Conſcience, 
that if I did it; I muſt fin againſt Light, 


againſt Conviction, and againſt Grace re- 


ceived ; and that was the Reaſon I did 
not do it. Thus thou acknowledgeſt; 
that thine own Conſcience helped thee 


againſt the Temptation, | be 


Now, appeal to all your Casi 
who hear me this Day, Whether God bath 


led nat. done this Kinduels for. 


ny is none here Lo ay 
Helped gut Of * 


eſs eve hes 8 any. 5 " 
* Wwun REM 1 41 pl 1 78 "wa 25488 23 
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have been kept out. of it, ind oy have 
deen glad of it afterwards 


New: this is one great Kindneſs God 
hath dons for every one of you, in Order 


to help you out of this Deſpair of being 
delivered from your Sins, 


: Deppair, in the common Notion of it, 


eternal Salvation: I hall go to Hell when 
T gie ; there is no Mercy or me. This 
+ Deſpair hath ſo wrought upon People, 
that many have loſt their Wits and com- 
mon Senſe, and at laſt made away with 
themſelves ; many have been diſtracted 
and undone in this World, while they 
lived in it, and at laſt have diſpatched 
themſelves out of it. And there is another 
Deſpair ; a Deſpair of getting Victory 
over their Corruptions, and obtaining a 


fallen into; tho 
en hw is lament- 


ſhewn them the Evil of Sin, and they L 


is that which makes a Man doubt of his 


Freedom from Sin: This latter Deſpair, 


rag 
* — An % 
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God to help me, and of the Grace of 
God; and of the good Will of God for 
my Deliverance ; if thou wilt not join 


with the Grace of God, and the Power 
of God that is ready to help thee, and 


give thee Deliverance from thy Sins, the 


Conſequence of it will be dreadful at the 
laſt. Therefore believe in that Grace of 
God which hath helped thee againſt ſome 
Temptations, and given thee V iftory over 
ſome Sins, that it will, if thou faithfully 
join with it, give thee Victory over all. 


Secondly, Conſider God hath done ano- 


ther Kindneſs for thee ; he hath ſent his 
L1ght. and Truth into thy Heart, to en- 
gage thee in a War againſt Sin: There 


are a Brea! many faithful Soldiers: of 


Chriſt, who have tought this Battle before 
you, and have gotten the Victory, and 
they will tell you, They never went out to 


war in'their own Names, but in the Name of 


the Lord JEHOVAH : When they relied. 
upon him, and, in Meekneſs and Fear 
Ae ape him he 3 : 
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bath fixed and ſettled them in this Con- 
mo neyer to be overcome more. 


LY 


Here is both an outward and an inward 
mae The outward Evidence will 
do you no good, till you come to lay hold 
of the . Evidence in your own 
Hearts; then the outward Evidence that 
God ſends, will be ſerviceable to you. 
Therefore, my Friends, I tell you (as I 
faid before) Nothing will fatisfy the Soul, 
but the Virtue and Life that gos into it 
from the Fountain of Life: Here is the 
Way to it. If you ſhould hear of a Trea- 
ſury, and Store of Bread laid up for all 
who are willing to come to it, if you 


= know not the Way to come to it, and 
G were ready to periſh with Hunger, What 


a Cry would there be among you? If a Man 
ſnould come and tell you where there is 
ſuch a Treaſury of Bread, when you are 

ready toperiſh with Hunger, and tell you 

| the Way to it is intricate and narrow, but 
that he himſelf bath been. there dent 
8 2 


1 ring Nee 3 — 
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O that you were as wiſe. in 
Things! and as much concerned for your 
Souls, as you are for your Bodies ! and 
would take the Advice of God's Miniftecs! 
They would turn you to the Light withife, 
the Grace of God in your own Hearts, 
which you are Partakers\of. Follow the 
Duties of your own Conſciences, ſpeaki 
to you in the Name of God, and you 
will come quickly where' there is Bread 
enough. By that "Taaks within, you will 
ſee your State is not fo good as 
imagined it was. This Oracle within, is 
that you muſt live withal, and dwell 
withal ; you muſt go home with it, and 
lie down with it, and you muſt riſe with 
it, and follow the Dictates of it; if you 
do ſo, before the Week be out you will 
have Experience to tell me, if I ſhould 


come and aſk you, 7 have gotten more 
Viftory over my Sins, by following the 
Difates of the Light and the Grace of. 


1 God within my own Bojſom, than by all my 
= 


reading, bearing, praying, and performing 
Duties. ake a I of th this, and 
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Salvation will not be far off, but be preſent 
before you. Therefore keep your Eye 
unto Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of 
your Faith, and you will be able to do all 
Things through Chriſt that firengthens you ; 
and you will be able to conquer thoſe 
Sins and Temptations that have con- 
quered you. And the Law of the Spirit 
of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, will break down 
the Body of Sin and Death, and bring 

ou into the glorious Liberty which God 

th prepared for his Children. 
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OR glorious God of Life and Power, 
and of everlaſting Kindneſs ; a God 


of long-ſuffering and Patience, elſe ht 
doe had not — here at this Day. 


O Lord, we are Monuments of thy Mer- 
cy : Thou haſt ſpared us long, md called 


us in a Day when we turned our Ear from | 

thee : Thou haſt ſtretched forth thy Hand 

all the Day long, and thou haſt gathered a 

Remnant, and haſt brought à. Feel Rem- 
nant of the loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, 

that they might partake of the Paſtures 

L. 
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; of thy Love, which, in the Son of thy Love, 


thou hat e Us. 


And, bleſſed Father, our Souls breathe 
and cry to thee, on the Behalf of Strangers, 
why are Aliens from the Common- wealth 
of Mael, bo areiyet breathing and enquir- 
ing after thee, O Lord, and aſking the 
Way to Zion: O Lord hear their Cry, 
end iet their fightrig and complaining enter 
ino thine Bars, that all they, in whom 
thou haſt begun to kindle up boly Defires 
after thee, may bave them 'prow into a 
Flame, and burn up all their Enmity to 
thee ; that jo they may be purified by thy 
Fudgment, and receive of thy. heavenly 
Grace: This is the Way which thou haſt 
aoith thy Children ; thou haſt com- F 
manded them to worſhip thee in thy Dwell- 
ing-place ; thou haſt taken them into thy 
Hon, and fed them with the fineſt Wheat, 
refreſhed them with thy loving Kindneſs, 
and filled them with thy, foly Spirit. 
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rhrough thy  boly Spirit: Me Way 
Reſt and Life is with thre; 
open, mu none can but. 
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into 


1 canft 


Lond, then the Hearts of thy People fo 
receive of thy Goodneſs, to receive 'b 
Bleſſing,” that ſo every one may be 
that thou art at leaſt knockmg at the Door 
of their Hearts, that thou migbteſt have 
an Entrance; an bow the Hearts and 
Wills of all to receive what thou givoſt 
and haſt to offer, to receive the Wed of 
Life, by which thou art quickning them. 
and kindle holy Defires after thyſelf, that 
every one may receive it; that fo, bleſſed 
God of Life, thy glorious Work 'of Redemp. 
tion may be carried on, and we may all 
Feel it carried on upon our Souls. 


4 


Hear thy poor People, who are crying to 
thee the God of Gods in Zion; that are 
ſenfible of their Weakneſs am Peeblentfs, 
and how unable they are to overcome the 
Enemies of their Souls: Ariſe in thy Feuer, 
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* Righttous God of Life, our Eyes are 

thee 10 % forth. thy Glory = thou 5 
made bare thine Arm for the Salvation of 
the poor and needy Souls, and thou haſt 
been ftretching forth the Cords of thy Love 

to gather them who were ſcattered, and haſt 
been bringing home to thee, thoſe abo were 
Dr ie away in a dark and cloudy Day. 


8 haſt PR ep ſenſible o thy Opera. 
a and haſt ON . e 
labour in the Word and Doctrine, for the | 
| gathering of ſuch home, that ſo. they and "Pp 
we may enter into thy boly 8 and = 
may ſound forth. thy Prado to Ages and 
Generations to come; that jo, holy God of 
Life and Love, thou that haſt e us With 
a marvellous Salvation, mayſt receive, 'for 
all thy Mercies and Bleſings to thy Children, 
| Praiſe, Glory, Honour, and Thankſgiving, 
for thou alone art worthy, who art God 
over all, blaſſed for evermore. Amen. 
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